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Nikhilesh (Nik) Chawla is Associate Dean for Research and Innovation and Ransburg Professor 

in the School of Materials Engineering at Purdue University, where he joined in 2020 after 

serving as a professor and founding director of the Center for 4D Materials Science at Arizona 

State University. He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan and has held leadership 

positions at Purdue. His research focuses on four-dimensional (4D) materials science, 

particularly the deformation behavior of advanced materials across length scales, and he has 

authored over 330 journal publications with more than 19,000 citations. A Fellow of TMS and 

ASM International, he has received numerous honors, including the Materials Research Society 

Innovation in Materials Characterization Award and the NSF CAREER Award, and has served in 

editorial and advisory roles across leading journals and research institutions. 
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